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Annual 2010
Tampa Bay Black
Marriage Day
Celebration

Philip and Melonie Harris, 2009 winners in
the “Newlywed” category

S T. PETERSB UR G –
Black Marriage Day was established in 2001 to highlight the
benefits of marriage, pay tribute
to successful marriages, and to
promote marriage in the Black
Community. It was founded in
Washington, D.C., by the
Wedded Bliss Foundation.
Marriage advocates in more
than 300 cities participated in
2009.
“We’re creating a cultural
shift in the Black community
to reconsider marriage and
celebrate the joy that exists in
spite of the pain we often
experience,” Wedded Bliss
Foundation Executive Director,
Nisa Muhammad, said. “It is a
proven fact that Black married
men make more money, they
are greater accumulators of
wealth, live longer, and are
healthier. Further, successful
marriages free women from the
burden of parenting and
providing at the same time. It

Kendrick Meek’s Drive
To Qualify For U.S.
Senate Ballot By Petition
Enters Final Stage

MARCH 11 - MARCH 17, 2010

VOLUME 42 NUMBER 28

provides children with the
comfort of both financial and
emotiona l st ab i l i t y an d
marriage gives children access
to the two most important
people in their lives on a day to
day basis,” she added.
For the se co n d y ear,
You & Me,WE, a program of
Family Resources, is sponsoring the annual Tampa Bay
Black Marriage Day celebration. The 2nd Annual Tampa
Bay Marriage Hall of Fame
competition takes place as
pa rt of the an n u al 2 0 1 0
Tampa Bay Black Marriage
Day celebration on Sunday,
March 28th. You & Me,WE
has extended the deadline for
accepting nominations for the
Marriage Hall of Fame until
12:00 a.m. Tuesday, March
16th. The Marriage Hall of
Fame competition finalists

MARRIAGE
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MIAMI GARDENS - U.S.
Senate Candidate Kendrick Meek
is entering the final stage of his
history-making petition drive as
his campaign nears the 112,476
signature threshold to qualify for
the ballot. While most candidates
simply write a check to get on the
ballot, he will be the first statewide
Florida candidate to qualify for the
ballot by petition.
“Our petition drive is all about
hard work and not taking the easy
route. During these trying times, I
am meeting with Floridians in
their homes, at our neighborhood
community centers and places of
business. Everywhere I go, people
are rejecting status quo politicians
who cater to the powerful and have
never rolled up their sleeves and
worked a little harder to get things
done. This petition effort has taken
me throughout this state, and as we
work hard to collect petitions from
every Florida county, we will
continue reaching out to everyday
Floridians who have real concerns
about their future,” said Kendrick
Meek, Democratic candidate for
U.S. Senate.
The Kendrick Meek for
F l o ri d a C am p ai g n i s fas t
approaching the 112,476 petition
threshold to qualify for the ballot.
The Meek campaign has collected
petitions in each of Florida’s 67
counties with field staff stationed
across the state.
Meek kicked-off his petition
drive in April 2009. He last led a
petition drive in 2002, collecting

petitions from Florida voters
allowing for an amendment to be
placed on the ballot lowering class
sizes in Florida’s overcrowded
classrooms. The petition effort
was ultimately successful, and in
turn Floridians voted to lower
class sizes in November 2002.
Meek graduated from Miami
Springs Senior High School in
Miami, where he played football
as a defensive lineman. He
received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Criminal Justice in 1989
from Florida A&M University.
Meek was a star football player in
college. He also founded the
Young Democrats club at Florida
A&M and was president of the
Florida Young Democrats organization. He was initiated into
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
through the Upsilon Psi chapter.
Meek is the son of retired
Congresswoman Carrie Meek.
Kendrick Meek and his wife,
Leslie Meek, have two children,
Lauren and Kendrick Jr.
After graduating, he was
sworn in as a trooper with the
Florida Highway Patrol, eventually rising to the rank of captain. He
was the first African-American to
hold that rank. While a captain,
Meek was assigned to the security
detail traveling with Democratic
Lieutenant Governor Buddy
MacKay. Meek turned into an onthe-job student of state government, attending meetings with
MacKay and former Governor
Lawton Chiles.

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Kendrick Meek

Meek served in the Florida
House of Representatives from
1995 to 1998. While in the Florida
House, Meek worked the Pitts and
Lee case with Republicans in
order to provide compensation for
two African-Americans who had
been falsely convicted for murder.
From 1998 to 2002, Kendrick
Meek was a member of the
Florida State Senate.
In 2002, Meek launched an
initiative to reduce class sizes in
Florida’s public schools. The
amendment would set the

maximum class sizes of prekindergarten through 3rd grade
classes to 18, 4th through 8th
grade classes to 22, and high
school classes to 25. It
would also required schools to
reduce class sizes by two
students in 2003 and to reach full
compliance by the beginning of
t h e 2 0 1 0 s c h o o l y e a r. F o r
further information about the
petition drive go to
www.kendrickmeek.com/page/
s/getinvolved or call 305655-3213.

Prayer Tower COGIC To Host Dorinda
Clark Cole’s Health Fair And Regional
Singers And Musicians Conference

BY STEVE MARSHALL
CONFERENCE COORDINATOR

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Grammy award winning gospel
superstars “The Clark Sisters” and
Stellar Award Winning Troy
Sneed will head lineup at Dr.
Dorinda Clark Cole’s 2nd Annual
Health Fair & Regional Singers
and Musicians Conference in St.
Petersburg. The conference will
convene on Friday, March 26th
thru 28th at the Prayer Tower
COGIC, 1137 37th St. S. The host
pastor is Elder Clarence Welch.
The conference is taking on a
new face this year by adding a
health fair. Representatives from
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Black
Nurses Association, Pinellas
County Health Department,

doctors, nurses, and medial professionals will share during the
conference. This conference is
one-of-a-kind in that it will
showcase the best in gospel music
and the fine arts from around the
country.
The lead sponsor and organization of the conference is the
United Urban Outreach which is a
501(c)(3) based in the bay area.
The organization is committed to
providing a healthy and balanced
home environment for teenage
boys between the ages of 13-18
currently in the care of State of
Florida’s Foster Care system. The
CEO/Founder of the organization
Cepeda Mckay says, “Someone
has to care for our young men. We
focus on education, employability,
and emotional stability to assist

our young men in being successful when they are released from
our program.” This year participants will be asked to bring items
such as toothpaste, toothbrushes,
mouthwash, and any other items
that can make life better for these
young men at the group home.
Items will be collected through
out the conference.
The conference was founded
by Dr. Dorinda Clark-Cole who is
a life long member of the
legendary Clark Sisters and has
held the national conference for
10 years. Her goal was to create
an environment for singers,
musicians, dancers, rappers, and
all individuals in the fine arts
arena. This conference will give
them a chance to receive mind
renewing instruction, take time for

COL E

Dorinda Clark Cole
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
(NNPA) - As the
proud graduate of an
Historically Black University and
having worked in one for most of my
academic career, I approve of President
Barack Obama having broken his
pledge not to govern by race or
ethnicity just in time to increase
spending for HBCUs. These institutions are still vitally relevant to the production of a Black middle class
because, while they only constitute 3
percent of all institutions of higher
education, they graduate 20 percent of
all Black undergrads.
Announcing current increases in
the FY 2012 Federal Budget was Dr.
John S. Wilson, the new executive
director of the White House Initiative
on HBCUs, who said that the
President’s budget includes a $17
billion increase in Pell Grants, $400
million of which was earmarked for
HBCUs. Last year, there was an uproar
when it was discovered that the
President took $85 million from the
HBCU budget, but this year, rather than
mandating it for two years as the Bush
administration had done, this sum is
included in the President Obama’s

budget for 10 years.
There is also $98 million in new
money proposed for HBCUs that
would fund such things as financing for
capital costs such as the repair and
replacement of educational facilities
and equipment, and the building of
physical infrastructure. There is also
proposed $65.4 million for the
enhancement of graduate programs.
Wilson indicated that there is also
$400 million of additional funds in the
Education budget for institutions whose
description was close to that of HBCUs
some of which he intends to attempt to
acquire. One of the greatest areas of
lack of growth in the federal budget
however, has been in the funds
generated by the government which
goes to research at institutions of higher
education. Some of it, in such areas as
energy, defense, or agriculture, requires
sophisticated engineering or scientific
research facilities that most of these
institutions do not have, but other grants
in the social, administrative, and
economic areas should be achievable.
This funding increase is also
welcome news in light of the current
economic crisis that threatens to
continue the laggard growth of the
black middle class. The unemployment
and home foreclosure crisis put at

severe risk the kind of capital that has
enabled black families to fund college
enrollment in the previous generation
and so many in this generation have a
far more difficult time acquiring enrollment, remaining enrolled, and potentially graduating. While some
observers have been focused on
academic performance as the major
factor in black college retention rates,
economic factors have always been as
important.
The general increase in higher
education funding will help those in
non-HBCU institutions as well. The
other shoe to drop has been the fact that
most black youths are in state supported
institutions, either four-year institutions
or community colleges, and state governments have chosen to cut education
budgets deeply to balance their
budgets. This has caused a rise in the
tuition rates, teacher furloughs, and curriculum reductions at many institutions.
In most states, the education
budget is the largest funded item and
cuts in places such as California have
recently drawn very visible protests
from students and faculty. Federal
funds given to states from the bank
bailout (TARP) have disproportionately gone to support K-12, such that while
the latter has suffered a 3 percent

( N N PA ) - T h e
comedienne, talk show host, and
actress Mo’nique has become just
the fifth African- American woman
to win an Oscar. Her portrayal of
Mary Jones, the revolting and
depraved mother of Precious, was
arguably masterful, and she now
joins Hattie McDaniel (who played
a maid), Halle Berry (who played a
sex-starved fool), Whoppi Goldberg
(who played a medium in Ghost),
and Jennifer Hudson (who played a
singer).
I mention the roles that AfricanAmerican women played to win
their Oscars because the roles
African- American women get in
Hollywood are too frequently
stereotypical, and it is these stereotypical performances that are often
lifted up. While I am glad for
Mo’nique’s victory, I did not relish
the Precious story of welfare
pathology making it to the screen.
Why not more positive roles for
African- American women?
Sandra Bullock, for example,
won Best Actress for her role in The
Blind Side. She played a White
mother who took a Black child into

her home and helped him reach
football stardom. Why no roles like
that for Black women? While The
Blind Side is based on a true story,
there are countless true stories of
African-American women who take
in relatives or other people’s children
and move mountains for them. This
might send the wrong message about
Black women, though. It might
suggest that we believe that it takes a
village to raise a child, instead of
highlighting the bestial way that
Mary Jones treated Precious.
I know, I know, it’s all about the
Benjamins, and those who have the
power to “green light” films don’t
think that people will go see a movie
with positive depictions of AfricanAmerican people. Precious, for all
its pathology, didn’t have an easy
time getting produced and, indeed,
has twelve producers, including
Oprah Winfrey and Tyler Perry, who
helped promote the film. The movie
had a small, $10 million, production
budget, and has earned only about
$50 million, recouping production
costs, but underscoring the modest
level of resources available for this
movie.
It rankles that an image of the
fat, black, slovenly, welfare cheat is
lifted up even at a time when public
assistance rolls have been drastically

cut, despite our economy. The myth
of the welfare queen, strongly
promoted by President Ronald
Reagan when he was governor of
California, reinforced in 1996 when
President Bill Clinton supported
“welfare reform (I called it deform)
legislation, is one of the ugly urban
legends that seems to shape perceptions of African-American women.
And ain’t I a woman, Sojourner
Truth might say Aren’t there positive
dramatic roles for African-American
women in Hollywood?
To be sure, every character in
Precious is not a negative stereotype. Mariah Carey’s role as a social
worker was a pitch perfect depiction
of an overworked and somewhat
harried helping professional with
too large a caseload. Paula Patton
plays teacher Miss Blu Rain in a
way that reminded me of my best
teachers, those who went the extra
mile. There are other characters with
redeeming social value in the movie,
but they would have to be given the
pervasive degeneracy of Mary
Jones.
I would love to see someone
green light the story of Madame C.J.
Walker, our nation’s first black
woman millionaire. There’s some
glamour there, and some drama!
What about the story of Ida B. Wells,
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decrease in funding in California,
higher education has suffered a 5
percent decrease.
While states are grappling for
solutions to the problem of overall
funding, I would suggest they should
look at the amount of spending involved
in holding non-violent offenders in
prisons. Some states are now beginning
to look at alternatives to incarceration
more seriously than when they were just
theoretical possibilities and some are
actually letting prisoners go.
The State of California is typical of
many where funding for the prison
system has now overshadowed
funding on education, a situation that is
not sustainable in terms of future
economic development of the State or
balancing its budget. While the
Governor says that now California
spends 10 percent on prisons and 7
percent on higher education, the most
alarming trend is that higher education
spending has been declining since the
tax limitation wars of the 1970s. It is
time to break out of Republican-think
about taxes and raise some revenue to
fund higher education so that localities
are not as dependent upon the Federal
government.
Meanwhile, Mr. President, thanks
for the help for HBCUs in this crisis.

who had to flee the state of
Tennessee because of her antilynching writing. In a contemporary
context, why not tell the story of
Cathy Liggins Hughes, the millionaire owner of Radio One who slept
in her studio because she couldn’t
afford rent and the cost of station
operations. These are dramatic
stories, but they fly in the face of the
stereotypes that were replete in
Precious.
I don’t begrudge Mo’nique her
Oscar. She took the material she was
given and she worked it. She made
Mary Jones a repulsive character
with absolutely no redeeming social
value. I am simply frustrated that
these are the only kinds of roles
that Hollywood offers AfricanAmerican women, the only kinds of
roles that Oscar chooses to lift up. I
am frustrated that some may
consider Mary Jones’ bestiality as
typical, not atypical of AfricanAmerican women.
When African-American
women’s characters in film are more
reflective of our reality, and when
these characters’ performances are
lifted up by Oscar, then we will have
come a long way, baby. Until then,
Mo’nique’s victory is her laudable
personal success. It is a Black
community setback.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Hargrett Highlights Business Success Strategies At
Office Of Supplier Black History Month Event
TAMPA - Growing up in
Tampa, where his family
operated one of the largest
black-owned businesses in
Florida, James T. Hargrett, Jr.,
learned valuable lessons that
helped him become a successful
business owner as well as a
respected community leader. A
former Florida senator and representative, Hargrett shared
some of his strategies for
success during a Black History
Month event held Feb. 24th at
the Hillsborough County Public
Schools (HCPS) Office of
Supplier Diversity.
“I took in a lot of information on ‘bed rock’ principles
that guide my actions as a
business executive to this day,”
Hargrett said, addressing an
audience of more than 50 that
included owners of small businesses and HCPS officials.
“The keys to the success of my
family’s
enterprises
were
directly linked to the spirit of
cooperation and support within
the community, which allowed
it to bridge political and other
differences to build successful
enterprises.”
As the owner and operator
o f H a rgr ett’s I GA Supe r
Market, from the mid-1940s to
the mid-1960s, his father,
James Hargrett, Sr., played a
significant role in the development of the Tampa area’s
African-American
business
community. In addition, he
d e v e loped one of the first
African-American-owned coin

operated laundry facilities in
the city, sold real estate, and
lead a mission to Cuba on
behalf of the Tampa Negro
Chamber of Commerce.
To prepare for his own
career, Hargrett, Jr., graduated
from Morehouse College and
Atlanta University with both a
business degree and MBA. He
was a federal bank examiner, a
commercial property underwriter, and spent 13 years as the
CEO of Community Federal
Savings & Loan, which, upon
his arrival, was a troubled and
failing institution that Hargrett
helped to turn around. Under
his watch, assets grew from
$900,000 to nearly $15 million.
But what Hargrett’s most proud
of was how that financial institution impacted his community
by providing help to first-time
home buyers, home improvement loans that invested in rural
areas, and financial assistance
provided to major churches.
Today, Hargrett and his
daughter Crystal Hargrett own
and operate Bay Area
C once ssions, In c. , a l o cal
business that he describes as the
“largest independent retailer in
the main terminal” at Tampa
International Airport.
“We built our business by
reinvesting profits in the
business, hiring quality individuals that we have long considered a part of our extended
fa mily, and t reat i n g t h em
fairly,” he said. Like other
business owners, Hargrett has

had to make difficult decisions
due to economic downturns,
like laying off valued
employees, but he remains
hopeful “for an early turn
around in the economy.”
“It is our hope that by
focusing on preserving our reputation for quality, integrity, and
perseverance that we will
co n t i n u e t o s erv e as an
important part of the first
i m p res s i o n t o o u r v i s i t o rs
coming to the Tampa Bay area,”
he added.
The Office of Supplier
Diversity (OSD) is responsible
for the Small Business
Encouragement program that is
ded i cat ed t o re-i n v es t i n g
taxpayer dollars back into the
local community.~ By recruiting and registering Tampa Baybased small businesses (based
in Hi l l s b o ro u g h , P as co ,
Pi n el l as , P o l k , Hern an d o ,
Manatee and Sarasota counties),
the OSD maintains a comprehensive data base of qualified,
pre-registered vendors representing a variety of industries.~
Qualifications require participating businesses to employ
fewer than 100 employees,
generate a net income of less
than $2 million and represent a
net worth of less than $3
million. In addition, these busin es s es m u s t h av e b een
operating in the Tampa Bay area
for more than a year and be
properly certified as a small
business.
The program’s goal is to

Photograph courtesy of Office of Supplier Diversity, Hillsborough County Public Schools.

Pictured from left bottom row: Hillsborough County School Board member Carol W. Kurdell
and Dr. Carolyn Collins, president of the Hillsborough Branch of the NAACP.
Pictured from left top row: Henry J. Ballard Jr., supplier diversity officer for Hillsborough
County Public Schools, Susan Valdes, chair of the Hillsborough County School Board
and James T Hargrett, former State Senator and State Representative and
keynote speaker at the Black History Month event.

generate a minimum reinvestment of 20 percent of the
school district’s discretionary
income within Tampa Bay’s
small business community. For

more information, go to
http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/osd/i
ndex.asp.
For more information on the
Office of Supplier Diversity
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

She Did It Her Way!

“My Way” is an English version of a
French song. The English lyrics were written
by Paul Anka and popularized by Frank
Sinatra. The lyrics of “My Way” tell the story
of a man who is nearing death. As he reflects
on his life, he has few regrets for how he lived
it, saying that, as he reviews the challenges
he’s faced, he is comfortable with and takes
responsibility for how he dealt with all the ups
and downs of his life while maintaining a
respectable degree of integrity.
Famed comedian, now well known actress,
did it her way! Born as Monique Imes-Jackson
(known professionally as Mo’Nique) she rose
to fame in the UPN series “The Parkers” while
also making a name for herself as a stand-up
comedian hos ting a varie ty of ve nues
including Showtime at the Apollo. Mo’Nique
transitioned to film with roles in such films as
“Phat Girlz,” and “Welcome Home Roscoe
Jenkins.” In 2009, she received critical praise
for her role in the film “Precious: Based on the
Novel Push” by Sapphire.
Sunday night, Mo’Nique was awarded
Best Supporting Actress in the motion picture,
“Precious.” She has won numerous awards
including a Screen Actors Guild Award, a
Golden Globe Award, and the British
Academy of Film and Television Arts Award
(BAFTA) for her performance in “Precious.”
She is the 16th African-American actress
to receive a nomination for the Academy
Award for Best Supporting Actress, and the
fourth to win. She also hosts “The Mo’Nique
Show,” a late night talk show that premiered in
2009 on BET. Mo’Nique has now joined the
ranks of a very elite group of African-

Shaw University Alumni Meeting

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Alumni of Shaw University will
meet Saturday, March 13, at
11:00 a.m. at the home of Dr. and
Mrs. Frederick D. Terry. Emily
Perry, National Alumni President
and Reekitta Grimes, Director of
Alumni Relations and planned
giving will be in attendance. The
State of Florida is well represented at Shaw University with outstanding athletes, scholars and
alumni from throughout the state.
The most noted is Attorney
Willie Gary, chairman of the
Trustee Board who gave the university ten million dollars for his

appreciation to Shaw for his
education and nuturing while a
student. It may not be generally
known Shaw University is the
oldest historical black college in
the south; founded in 1865,
Raleigh, NC. The university gave
birth to other black colleges in
the state of North Carolina as
A&T University, North Carolina
Central University, Fayetteville
State University, Elizabeth City
University and others. Shaw
University was the first college to
build a female domintory and
etablish the first four year
medical school in the country.

The university has a long history
for producing educators, lawyers,
doctors, ministers and community
leaders throughout the world.
All graduates and persons
who have attended Shaw are
encouraged to be in attendance at
this meeting. lunch is being
provided by the host family. For
reservations and directions, email
Dr. Terry at chap.ft@verizon.net
or call 727-866-6799. Call Larry
Williams at 813-334-1899, email
ejlawilliams@gte.com. For more
information about Shaw, visit
www.shawuniversity.edu.

Wanted
Women Who Make History

ST. PETERSBURG - In the
upcoming edition to be
published next Thursday, March
18th - The Weekly Challenger
newspaper is honoring women

who made history.
If you know a woman who
lives or lived in the Tampa Bay
region who was a “first” in her
field or who accomplished

something new and innovative,
please write to Gypsy Gallardo
at reachout@powerbrokermagazine.com by Friday, March
12, 2010.

Additional Funds For Emergency
Home Energy Assistance

Mo’Nique

American females who have won the coveted
Oscar.
She is uncoventional, outspoken and very,
very real! We salute you Mo’Nique and
celebrate your great accomplishments. We
have to learn to not allow people to stiffle us
and place us in a box. We must be more like
Mo’Nique and the song; do it our way! Thank
you for reading and I hope you have enjoyed
your time OUTANDABOUTW/STEVE.

PINELLAS COUNTY Pinellas County Health and
Human Services announced today
that the department is receiving
$40,000 in additional funding for
their Emergency Home Energy
Assistance Program for seniors.
The money is being provided
through the Area Agency on
Aging of Pasco-Pinellas, Inc.
Th e E m e rg e n c y H o m e
Energy Assistance Program helps
low-income seniors pay electric
and gas bills and make repairs to
heating equipment. Vouchers may

be available for portable heaters,
fans, and blankets. Eligible households can receive benefits twice a
year, once in the heating season
and once in the cooling season, up
to a maximum of $600.
Assistance is available to
Pinellas County residents age 60
and older who have a home
heating or cooling emergency and
whose income is below 150
percent of federal guidelines.
Persons in Household Gross
Monthly Household Income: One
person $1,353; two people

$1,821; three people $2,288; four
people $2,756; five people
$3,223.
To enroll in the program,
qualified individuals should call
and make an appointment to visit
one of these Health and Human
Services offices: St. Petersburg
office, 647 First Ave. N., St.
Petersburg, FL 33701, (727) 5827781 or the Clearwater office,
2189 Cleveland St., Suite 230,
Clearwater, FL 33765, (727) 4648400.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BY MEGAN LANG
USF NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWS BUREAU
S T. P E T E R S B U R G AmeriCorps has been working
al o n g s ide Academy P re p
Centers’ Joan Fortune Campus
since the Midtown location
opened its doors in 1997. The
main goal of the Academy Prep
foundation is to serve the
community in a positive way.
Because the goals of AmeriCorps
are similar, working together was
a natural for the service-oriented
duo.
Academy Prep initially
“served boys in grades fifth and
sixth, and in the summer of 2000,
on the success of the program for
boys, launched its program for
girls beginning with fifth grade,”
according to the foundation.
“The St. Petersburg program
now serves boys and girls in fifth
through eighth grades and
currently supports graduates in
high schools and colleges locally
and around the nation.”
Amer iCor ps S ta te a nd
National, the local service arm on
the Academy Prep campus in
Midtown, is the largest of the
AmeriCorps programs. It is
committed to using national
service to address critical
community needs in education.
The organization designs service
activities for team members
serving full time positions up to
one year or part-time summer
sessions. A key component of
the educational program includes
tutoring and mentoring youth.
“Often referred to as the

MARRIAGE

continued from front page
o f t h e contest will be
announced during the Black
Marriage Day celebration on
M a rc h 28th, at th e F R EE
reception from 2:00– 4:00 p.m. at
the Carter G. Woodson Museum
located at 2240 9th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. All members of the
community are welcome to
attend.
To N O M I N AT E A
COUPLE, complete an application online at www.youandmewe.org (click on “Black
Marriage Day”). There are two
c a t e g or ies f or the B lac k
Marriage Hall of Fame nominations: 1) couples married not
more than 10 years (Mentors)
and 2) couples married at least
20 years (Role Models). All
couples nominated must include
at least one African-American
spouse. Candidates must be
n o m i nated by community
members; self-nominations
will not be accepted. The
keynote for the event is Gregory
Johnson, President/CEO of the
Pinellas County Urban League

A FREE Prep School
Education In Midtown

AmeriCorps volunteers often teach and live on the
Academy Prep campus in Midtown

‘domestic version’ of the Peace
Corps, AmeriCorps generally
consists of recent college
graduates who want to give a
year or more of service to
nonprofit org an i zat i o n s , ”
AmeriCorps supervisor Danielle
DiRosa said.
Because Academy Prep is a
growing network of private
middle schools for students who
qualify for need-based scholarships, AmeriCorps volunteers
seek to administer to these
students who have the ability and
desire to succeed in the rigorous
academic program.
Academy Prep essentially
serves low-income families who
cannot afford a traditional prep
school education for their
children. It operates with high
expectations for student achievement, work ethic, behavior and
citiz enship T h e p ro g ram
provides a nurturing environment with extended days
and the emcee is Ginger
Gadsden, 10 Connects News
Anchor. The event is open to the
public, it is FREE of charge, and
however attendees are asked to
RSVP (www.youandmewe.org
or call 727.528.5831).
“ In many way s , T h e
Obamas have given visual hope
to Black America, and to
marriage in the Black
community. They have raised
the standards of how a husband
and wife are supposed to
behave. If you ask most AfricanAmericans what is their picture
of a happy, black marriage and
family, they note The Huxtables
(fictional characters). Now, we
are witnessing a real life happy
marriage,” Stephanie Brown
explained. Stephanie M. Brown
is the Community Relations
Specialist for You&Me.WE.
Family Resources, Inc. is a
private, non-profit organization
dedic ated to s erv i n g t h e
children, youth and families in
Pinellas County since 1970 and
Manatee County since 1992.
Accredited by the Council on
Accreditation for Children and
Family Services since 1996,

throughout its year-round
program. The AmeriCorps staff
help teach a variety of subjects
including
drama,
Spanish,
computers and technology and
music at Academy Prep.
“AmeriCorps volunteers
serve a vital role at Academy
P rep . T h ey t each cl as s es ,
supervise activities and work
closely with students and professional teachers,” DiRosa said.
Academy Prep currently
em p l o y s s i x Am eri C o rp s
teachers. It is not a requirement
to first serve in AmeriCorps in
order to teach. Some
AmeriCorps programs require
skills in the field while others
mandate a bachelor's degree or at
least a few years of related
volunteer or job experience.
There are teachers who meet
program qualifications by having
the right amount of service motivation and commitment on their
side.

Am e r i C o r p s t r a i n i n g
programs are tailored to meet the
needs of volunteers. Most of the
programs include some type of
modest living allowance and
housing. Saving money is not the
biggest incentive for the yearlo n g s e r v i c e . A m e r i C o r p s
members who complete a term of
service
also
receive
an
AmeriCorps Education Award.
“In exchange for their
invaluable service, AmeriCorps
volunteers live on-campus in
furnished apartments, receive
free rent, utilities and cable television,” DiRosa said. “In
addition, they receive full health
insurance and are awarded a
$4,725 education grant to either
pay off student loans or further
their education.”
Training is provided at the
beginning of service to help offset the requirement for prior
teaching experience. Technical
project training is also a part of
the program once the volunteer
advances. DiRosa wears many
project hats and is known as the
“go-to person” at Academy Prep.
“My supervisory responsibilities include recruiting,
training and managing the AMC
(AmeriCorps) staff,” DiRosa
said. “I phone interview candidates, manage resumes and oncampus visits. Once our staff
members are hired, I coordinate
their arrivals including key and
campus access codes. I organize
and facilitate most of their preemployment training. I also
conduct weekly staff meetings
and organize the AMC work
schedules.”

Paul and Melissa Brown won in 2009 in the category
of over 20 years of marriage.
At the time, they had been married 59 years.

Family Resources is recognized
as the agency to turn to in the
event of a family relationship
crisis. Programs are designed to
encourage the personal development of children and youth
while working to strengthen and
support healthy relationships
among family members. Safe
shelter, counseling, education,

outreach, and appropriate
referral and follow-up services
are delivered in an atmosphere
of caring, giving and acceptan ce . F a m i l y R e s o u r c e s ’
mission is to strengthen families
and build better communities by
providing prevention, support
and counseling services to
children, teens and families.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Infinite Potential Learning Center
2250 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
Ph: (727) 864-4752
Fax: (727) 864-4700

Hours of Operation: 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 (2 yrs. - 5 yrs.)
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 (Infants - 1yr.)
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, and PM snack is provided
for ages two through five. Parents must provide
License #: C104493
meals for their infants.
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday throuth Sunday, March 12-14 - 29th Annual Florida
Antiquarian Book Fair. Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. Friday,
5:30pm to 9pm,; Saturday, 10am to 5pm; Sunday, 11am to
4pm. www.stpete.org/coliseum or 727-892-5202.
Saturday, March 13 - Special Olympics Area 6 Summer
Games. Lakewood High School, 1400 54th Ave. S. 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. www.sopinellas.com or 727-669-1220 ext. 2008.
Special Olympics Florida provides sports training and
Olympic-style competition to more than 15,000 athletes with
intellectual disabilities throughout the state. Special
Olympics Florida is a Level I Accredited Program (highest
level of accreditation granted by SOI) and is divided into
eleven area programs, which cover over fifty-five counties.
Pinellas County is an accredited local program through
Special Olympics Florida.

Saturday, March 13 - Art in the Park. The 3rd annual
Historic Kenwood Art in the Park festival will take place in
the Historic Kenwood Park ("Seminole Park"), corner of
29th St. and 3rd Ave. N., in St. Petersburg Florida, on
Saturday, March 13 from 10 am to 4 pm. Adults and children
of all ages are welcome to attend the art festival. This year
we will have exhibits of many new artists as well as fun
events for children and adults. Food and beverages, as well
as portalets, will be available. www.hkartinthepark.com

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

HELP WANTED

Advertising Sales Representatives

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly
Challenger and The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes and formats
for advertising. Deliver advertising or
proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay, plus weekly
draw against commission.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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NORTH PINELLAS

COMMUNITY NEWS
Don’t Count Them Out

THE WEEKLY
B Y

SCOOP

N A T H A N I E L

P A T T E R S O N

Welcome to the “The Weekly Scoop”
highlighting a ctivitie s, events and
movers and shakers, in North Pinellas
County.
• The 12th Annual Celebrate
Clearwater Neighborhoods Day will be
held on April 17. The City of Clearwater
is encouraging neighborhood associations and citizen groups to hold a block
party. Clearwater city officials will visit
parties that make arrangements in
advance. Neighborhoods who register
will receive block party kits. Deadline to
register is April 2.
• Congratulations are in order for the
NAACP. They elected new leadership at
the Annual National Board Meeting.
Leon Russell was elected as Vice-Chair
of the Board of Directors. Mr. Russell
serves as an advisor to the
Clearwater/Upper Pinellas County
Branch and is the Director of the Office
of Human Rights for Pinellas County
Government. Also, elected was Rosyln
Brock as Chair of Board of Directors.
Ms. Brock, at forty-four, became the
youngest ever and fourth woman to serve
as Chair.
• NAACP, Clearwater/Upper Pinellas
County hosted an “Enchanted Evening”
at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center,
Clearwater where they crowned
Talmadge Rutledge and Linda Brewton
as Mr. and Mrs. NAACP/Clearwater
Upper Pinellas County Branch, 2010.
• The Willa Carson Health Resource
Center has hired a full-time Nurse
Practioner, to help meet the needs of the
uninsured. The Nurse Practioner will
allow the Center to schedule more
appointments and longer hours.

,

J R

.

• The North Greenwood Leadership
Academy is hosting the North
Greenwood Youth summit on June 6TH,
at the North Greenwood Aquatic Center.
This is the 2nd annual summit, planned
by the youth with North Greenwood
community leaders providing mentorship. Two of the Presenters will be
Michael Clemmons, Canadian Football
Hall of Famer and newly elected Chief of
Police, Anthony Holloway.
• One of the events I attended this
week was the Human Rights Walk-a-thon
at Straub Park, St. Petersburg. The event
had a heavy presence of North County
residents. Muhammad Abdur-Rahim and
Annie Tyrell had a table promoting the
upcoming Willa Carson Walk-a-thon; Jai
Hinson and Rudy Richardson were there
with Dunde Dole Urban African Ballet.
Dunde Dole always travels with a compliment of parents/chaperones. Good to
see Diane Stevens, Ms. Barbara and the
Godwin Sisters. Some of the members of
Dunde Dole also performed as dancers
for hip-hop legend M.C. Lyte. It was
great seeing the versatility, energy and
professionalism exhibited by our youth.
• Haiti has been in the news and in
our hearts. So anytime I get a chance to
talk with someone who went, I listen. I
talked with my friend Pat Harney on
Saturday at Straub Park Harney’s organization, The Volunteer Ministers, Disaster
Response Team recently landed in PortAu-Prince with 20 tons of food and
medical supplies. She spent about two
weeks in Haiti and has some tremendous
memories. They have had six flights
land in Haiti, with over 450 doctors and
medical personnel.

TALLAHASSEE - Those of
you reading this opinion column
will probably answer the 2010
Census. Those who are not
reading it are also ignoring the
radio and TV commercials that
are supposed to encourage them to
participate. Many people don’t
want to be identified or counted
for a multitude of reasons. The
“hard to reach” folk are the bane
of the Census and decade after
decade they elude it because they
are very suspicious of the
outcome. They expect punishment and deportation, instead of
the many benefits that will
actually result.
Counting the
“hard to reach” is a daunting task
because they fear the Census or
view it as an intruder.
The National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People is about equality and the
preservation of human rights, so
we understand the critical role the
Census plays in our mission and
for America as a whole. Many
elusive citizens have to be
convinced that there will be no
punishment or repercussions if
they participate. We know that
they must trust Census advocates.

CO LE

continued from front page

spiritual-inventory and reflection,
and to meet and network with
other minstrels across state and
country.
This one-of-a-kind conference has 3 basic components:
workshops, the new artist
showcase and nightly services.
Guest speaker Sunday night

Unfortunately the group identified
as “hard to reach” grows every ten
years armed with new fears and
excuses. We are prepared for all of
these challenges. We have been
very successful in eliminating
those fears in the past. Florida has
88 active NAACP branches,
youth councils and college
chapters that are ready to launch
new grass roots strategies
essential to a successful effort.
This is what we do. Counting
people in, instead of out, ultimately benefits us all. The revenues,
jobs, healthcare and thousands of
other resources are returned to
communities to improve our
quality of life.
This year the Census is
targeting “hard to reach” groups in
10 categories; Asian Americans,
Pacific Islanders, Native
Americans, African Americans,
Caribbean groups, migrant
workers, Hispanics, the homeless,
college students and part time
residents. Seven of the 10 groups
are people of color with their own
unique cultural fears and reservations about the Census. We have
already identified over 600,000 of
Florida’s “hard to reach” and are

prepared to mobilize to count
them. The abysmal economy
demands action and we can all do
our part to ensure that Florida
receives its fair share of resources.
It’s time we all become activists
for the good of this great state.
Because, quite frankly, the Census
isn’t accurate unless we count
everyone!
Adora Nweze is President of
the Florida State Conference
NAACP. She has held that leadership post since 1999. Contact her
by phone at 305-915-4701 or
email adoranwezel@bellsouth.net.

will be Prophet Andre Cook
from Queens, New York. He is
pastor of gospel icon Keith
Boy
Johnson”.
“Wonder
Additionally, there will be
opportunities
for
vendors,
sponsors, and souvenir book ads.
Sponsors for the conference
include United Urban Outreach,
OMJ Consulting and Planning,
Blue Cross Blue Shield , Winn
Dixie, WRXB, Praise 1590 AM,

The Weekly Challenger, Sales
Director Dianne Speights, Mary
Kay Cosmetics, Big John’s
Barbecue, St. Petersburg Visitors
and Convention Bureau, Prayer
Tower Church of God in Christ,
and Elite Printing Graphics.
For information you may visit
www.unitedurbanoutreach.com
or call 727-244-8119 or 813-9001416. Proceeds will benefit
United Urban Outreach.

Adora Nweze, President
of the Florida State
Conference NAACP

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Zora Neale Hurston

Zora Neale Hurston
(January 7, 1891 – January 28,
1960) was an American folklorist and author during the
time of the Harlem
Renaissance, best known for
the 1937 novel Their Eyes
Were Watching God.
Hurston was “purposefully
inconsistent in the birth dates
she dispensed during her
lifetime, most of which were
fictitious.” For a long time,
scholars believed that she was
born in Eatonville, Florida, in
1901. In the 1990s, a
filmmaker established that
Hurston had been born in
N o t a s ulga, Alaba ma , a nd
moved to Eatonville at a young
age, spending her childhood
there. It was Eatonville, the
first all-Black town to be incorporated in the United States,
that inspired her imagination.
Hurston’s parents were
Lucy Ann Potts, a schoolteacher, and John Hurston, a
carpenter and Baptist preacher.
Her father was a three-term
mayor who helped codify the
laws of the town. In 1904, her
mother died and her father sent

her to a private school in
Jacksonville.
Hurston graduated from
Morgan Academy, the high
school division of Morgan
College, in 1918. Later that
year, she began her undergraduate studies at Howard
University. While at Howard,
Hurston became one of the
earliest initiates of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority and co-founded
The Hilltop, the University’s
student newspaper. Hurston
left Howard in 1924.
In 1925, Hurston became
one of the leaders of the literary
renaissance happening in
Harlem, producing the literary
magazine Fire!! along with
Langston Hughes and Wallace
Thurman. This literary
movement became the center
of the Harlem Renaissance.
Hurston was o ffered a
scholarship to Barnard College
where she received her B.A. in
anthropology in 1927. Soon
after graduation, Zora was recommended to the Aassociation
for the Study of Negro Life and
History. The purpose of the
study was to collect material of

anthropological and historical values about the
decescendants of the last
slaves to reach the United
States in 1859. From this
study, Ms. Hurston wrote an
article in 1927 for the Journal
of Negro History “Cudjo
Own Story of the last African
Slaver.” With a background
in anthropology and literautre, Ms. Hurston created
her own literature styles
based on her up bringing and
her extensive field work that
took place in Haiti, and
different parts of Florida. Ms.
Hurston turned novelist,
wrote books that delt with
oppresssion, poverty, and
racism experienced by many
blacks in the United States.
Zora also wrote of a new and
brighter day filled with challenges as well as opportunuties. She futher received
acknowledgement on her
critically accalimed book,
Mules and Men (1935) along
with the fiction (Their Eyes
Were Watching God).
Hurston spent her last 10
years as a freelance writer for
magazines and newspapers.
She worked in a library in Cape
Canaveral, Florida, and as a
substitute teacher in Fort
Pierce, where she died of a
stroke and was buried in an
un m ark ed g rav e. In 1 9 7 3
African-American novelist
Alice Walker and literary
scholar Charlotte Hunt found
an unmarked grave in the
general area where Hurston
had been buried and decided to
mark it as hers. The publication
of Walker’s article “In Search
of Zora Neale Hurston” in the
March 1975 issue of Ms.
Magazine revived interest in
her work and helped spark a
Hurston renaissance. Hurston’s
house in Fort Pierce is a
National Historic Landmark.
F o rt P i erce cel eb rat es
Hurston annually through
v ari o u s ev en t s s u ch as
Hattitudes, birthday parties,
and a several-day festival at the
end of April, Zora Fest. Her life
and legacy are also celebrated
every year in Eatonville, the
town that inspired her, at the
Zora Neale Hurston Festival of
the Arts and Humanities.

Dotti Anita Taylor And
Tom Hamilton Trio

When will she return? You
must have her again! Her playing
was fantastic! What a great combination … Dotti Anita Taylor and
the Tom Hamilton Trio. How long
have they been performing
together? What a great jazz team!
On and on, these were some of the
statements being made about Dotti
Taylor and Tom Hamilton’s Jazz
Trio. They performed for the first
time together in concert last Friday
in the Bayview Room at the
Mahaffey Theater. The concert
had the theme of “A Joyous
Encounter” which meant it was a
jubilant meeting. Although Dotti
stays quite busy performing with
her own quartet in the tri-state area
of New York, Connecticut, and
New Jersey, she found the time to
travel all the way from New York
to St. Petersburg to perform in
concert at the Bayview Room.
Dotti Anita Taylor is a concert
pianist, flutist, and vocalist. She
also composes and arranges
music, and has written over 150
compositions. She is a graduate of
the Julliard School of Music –
Preparatory division, and has
studied with Frank Wess, Ted
Dunbar, Frank Foster, Jimmy
Heath, Jimmy Owens, John
Stubblefield, Dr. Billy Taylor, Dr.

Yusef Lateef, and several other
great jazz musicians. She has
performed with Mickey Tucker,
Ray Drummond, Joe Wilder,
Antonio Hart, Wycliffe Gordon,
and many others. She has
performed at several popular New
York jazz clubs, including Blue
Note, Birdland, and Sweet Basil’s.
Dotti was in performance several
times at the United Nations in
2005.
Dotti formed her first jazz
group in 1989. Performing mostly
as a flutist, pianist, or vocalist; she
sometimes accompanies instrumentalists, chorus groups, and
other vocalists.
She is capable of performing
in the classical or jazz world, and
has produced a CD entitled “A
Morning Glory.” Jazz critics have
called it “a swingin’ CD,” “a
wonderful CD,” and “a fabulous
CD.” Her CD was produced by
well-known jazz icon, tenor saxophonist, Houston Person. As if this
was not enough, after having
served as board member and
treasurer of International Women
in Jazz, Dotti is now the President
of this growing organization
On February 26th, Dotti
performed on flute in the Bayview
Room. Her wonderful music was

reinvigorating, but most of all
creative and intelligently communicated under the magnificent
support of Tom Hamilton’s bass,
Ken Loomer’s drums, and Tony
Castellani’s keyboards. Dotti and
the Trio filled the evening’s performance with familiar pop tunes,
such as “Autumn Leaves”, “Time
After Time” and “Bewitched,
Bothered, and Bewildered.”
During the second set, Dotti
played a few originals from her “A
Morning Glory” CD album. The
tunes were “It’s Misterios,” “A
Morning Glory,” and “The Cat’s
Walk.” Tom Hamilton’s Trio
handled the tunes, as if they had
been playing them for years.
However, the fact was that this
was the first time that the Trio had
played them.
It was a great concert, and the
audience loved every note played.
Dotti Anita Taylor promises to
return at her very next opportunity.
If you love great jazz, don’t miss
Dotti’s next St. Petersburg concert.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjam.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

HOROSCOPES
MARCH 11 - MARCH 17, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

When you let go of pain and fear you
are a force to be reckoned with. Use
your talents for regeneration to create
a new reality for yourself, one that is
filled with joy and happiness. Turn
away from inner thoughts that are
anything less than positive.

Your rewards come not only from
what you do, but from who you are!
Give yourself a well-deserved pat on
the back and work some wonders.
You are full of positive energy this
week; use it to your advantage.

If you acknowledge your need to be
with someone this afternoon, the universe will probably provide. Ask for
help if you need it. There are many
resources available to you that you
could be drawing from. All you have to
do is ask.

TAURUS
Treat yourself with kindness, and let
love be your guiding light. The past
few weeks have been rather hard on
your personality, but you’ve come
through a troubled time with flying
colors.

VIRGO
Practical matters may seem like nuisances that are only there to spite
yoursunny mood this week. The
vibration has its place though, and if
you apply yourself to practical things,
you’ll have a lot accomplished by the
end of the week. Avoid spinning your
wheels on impossible projects or relationships.

GEMINI

LIBRA

Critical voices should be tuned out this
week. You are in the mood for a
pleasant week and you shouldn’t let
anyone keep you from your just
rewards. Relax with friends who you
can share positive vibes with.

Excellent vibrations accompany you to
meetings and appointments or anywhere your gifts of communication
can be used. You’ll have managers
eating out of your hand if you choose
to exercise a little charm.

CANCER

SCORPIO

Unexpected company may arrive, or
an invitation may be extended. Use
good judgment and set realistic
boundaries to protect your valuable
personal time. Drive carefully.

Charming, simply charming! You have
everything going for you this week, so
make the most of it. You are capable
of handling many projects, and equally capable of asking for help if you
need it.

CAPRICORN
Watching the sunrise will help quell
any impatience that may arise within
you this week. As you watch the sun
kiss the sky, imagine that the universe
is embracing you with love.

AQUARIUS
A surge in your personal power
enables you to slay any dragons that
you happen to meet this week. If you
keep your attention on your own personal dragons, you’ll be advancing
your own best self by knocking out
some less than healthy habits. Use the
force for good!

PISCES
Here’s a chance to get to the bottom
of an issue that’s been bothering you
for quite some time. This week you’ll
feel objective enough to focus on the
situation, and not the person who may
unwittingly have caused the situation.
Go for it!

13 44 29
PICK OF THE WEEK!

935
182
753

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
5-2 3-1
6-7 2-8
4-3 7-4

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Michael Vick 'Humbled'
By Ed Block Courage Award

Michael Vick

BY DAVID GINSBURG

BALTIMORE (AP) - Inside
the banquet hall, a humbled but
defiant Michael Vick was
honored Tuesday night as one of
32 NFL players to receive the Ed
Block Courage Award.
Outside, dozens of protesters expressed dismay over his
nomination. The award is
presented to players who
exemplify commitment to the
principles of sportsmanship and
courage. Each NFL team selects
their own recipient, and most of
the winners were on hand for the
gala event Tuesday night.
Vick was picked as the
Philadelphia Eagles' representative by a unanimous vote of his
teammates. Once a star quarterback with the Atlanta Falcons,
Vick was convicted in 2007 for
his role in a dogfighting ring and
served 18 months in federal
prison.
"I'm very humbled to be
here," Vick said before the

award ceremony. "I'm blessed to
be voted by my peers, to be here,
and this is an opportunity that I
will take advantage of and
cherish forever." It was the first
award he received since being
reinstated by the NFL in
September 2009. "It shows I'm
making strides," Vick said. "I'm
trying to do the right thing."
There were police cars at
every driveway of the parking
lot, and security inside the
building was heavier than usual
at the 32nd annual event.
Many of the protesters
outside carried signs, one of
which said, "No Award For Dog
Killers." Erin Marcus, of Open
The Cages Alliance, said, "I
don't think there has been
enough time for him to show the
proper remorse for what he's
done to animals."
Many of the other 2009 Ed
Block Award winners rebounded
from serious injuries to excel in
2009, such as New England
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady,
San Diego Chargers linebacker
Shawne Merriman, Tennessee
Titans center Kevin Mawae, and
Baltimore Ravens safety Dawan
Landry. Vick, of course, had to
bounce back from something
entirely different.
"I think I do exemplify what
this award stands for," Vick
insisted. "I think everybody has
the right to their own opinion.
But I feel like I've done everything that I said I would do,
coming out and moving

forward. My peers felt like I was
doing the right thing, and that I
display courage and sportsmanship and leadership. I value their
opinion."
Vick did more than just
show up to collect a piece of
hardware. He spent hours
Monday and Tuesday speaking
to kids at a community center
and at the Baltimore Ravens
Courage House, which houses
abused children.
"It's easy to see, when you
spend a couple of days with
Michael
Vick,
why
his
Philadelphia Eagles teammates
picked him as the Courage
Award winner. It's been that
impressive,"
Ed
Block
spokesman Paul Mittermeier
said. Mittermeier said the Eagles
will dedicate a Courage House
in Philadelphia next year on
behalf of Vick.
Vick was signed as a free
agent with Philadelphia during
the preseason and playing
sparingly in 2009 as the backup
to Donovan McNabb. The
Eagles have exercised their 2010
option on Vick, meaning the
quarterback will receive a $1.5
million roster bonus sometime
this week, and the rest of his
$5.25 million 2010 salary will
be paid by either Philadelphia or
another NFL franchise.
"The Eagles picking up the
roster bonus, it's a blessing for
me, a blessing for my family,"
Vick said. "As far as I know, I'm
a Philadelphia Eagle, and I will

carry out the role I've been
playing. We'll see what happens.
The entire organization knows I
want to be a starter."
Off the field, Vick has
worked with The Humane
Society of the United States,
speaking at churches, schools
and community groups about the
poor judgment he showed in
getting involved in dogfighting.
"Michael Vick approached
us and said he wanted to be part
of the solution instead of the
problem," Michael Markarian,
executive vice president and
CEO of the Humane Society,
said before the event. "We asked
him if he would do volunteer
work, go to communities all
over the country and talk to atrisk youth and try to steer them
away
from
dogfighting."
Markarian said Vick has told his
story in "about a dozen" cities.
"The Humane Society of the
United States was the toughest
critic of Michael Vick when
these allegations first came to
light," Markarian said. "But we
want to find creative solutions to
try to reach kids, particularly
young men, who get pitbulls for
the wrong reason. They are
really moved after they hear
Michael Vick's story, and it turns
them away from dogfighting."
Which, to some, explains why
Vick received the Ed Block
Courage Award. The award,
named after longtime Baltimore
Colts trainer Ed Block, was first
presented in 1978.

Have any questions or comments
about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

sports@theweeklychallenger.com

Time's Up For Anderson, Who's Released
By Browns After Struggles

Derek Anderson

CLEVELAND(AP) - Derek
Anderson's uneven five-year
stint with the Browns is over.
The team released the onetime Pro Bowl quarterback
Tuesday, one day after it
acquired backup Seneca Wallace
in a trade with the Seattle
Seahawks.
Anderson made the Pro

Bowl in 2007, when he threw 29
touchdown passes and led the
Browns to a 10-6 record.
However, his promising career
has been in a tailspin ever since.
He lost his starting job to Brady
Quinn at the start of last season,
got it back, lost it again, returned
to the starting lineup when
Quinn was hurt and won
Cleveland's last two games.
Anderson, 26, spent five
seasons with the Browns, who
claimed him off waivers from
the Baltimore Ravens in 2005.
Anderson was due a $2 million
roster bonus March 19th, and his
salary was set for $7.45 million
in 2010 -- financial burdens that
heavily factored into the
Browns' decision to dump him.
"I want to thank Derek for
everything that he gave to the
Cleveland Browns organization
over the last five years," coach
Eric Mangini said in a statement
released by the team. "He did
everything we asked of him, and
it was a pleasure to coach such a

competitive person. I want to
wish him all the best in the
future."
Anderson threw for 3,787
yards in 2007, and 17 of his 29
TD passes went to wide receiver
Braylon Edwards, whom the
Browns traded to the New York
Jets last season. Blessed with
one of the NFL's strongest arms,
Anderson was never able to
duplicate the success that he
attained in '07.
In seven starts last season,
Anderson completed just 81 of
182 passes (45 percent) for 888
yards and three TDs with 10
interceptions. On a windy Oct.
11th afternoon in Buffalo,
Anderson went just 2-of-17
passing for 23 yards, but the
Browns managed to eek out a 63 victory over the Bills.
Anderson's passer rating
was an abysmal 42.1 last season,
and the Browns went 3-4 with
him in the starting lineup. But
despite his struggles and
constant
criticism
from

Cleveland fans who preferred
Quinn, Anderson never complained and remained one of the
team's leaders.
After Quinn sustained a
season-ending foot injury on
Dec. 20th, Anderson started and
helped Cleveland win its final
two games. The team finished
the season with a four-game
winning streak -- a spurt that
likely saved Mangini's job.
It's still unclear what
direction the Browns will go at
quarterback. Quinn hasn't lived
up to expectations, and Wallace,
who worked with new Browns
president Mike Holmgren with
the Seahawks, might not be
ready to start. Holmgren said
last week that the team was
actively looking for a quarterback, but he didn't specify if that
meant in free agency or via
trade.
The Browns also have 11
picks in April's draft, and it's
possible they could use one to
groom a starter.

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!

theweeklychallenger.com

Cowboys Stadium
Could Become
Future Destination
For Big-time Bouts

(L-R) Manny Pacquiao, Jerry
Jones and Joshua Clottey

BY JAIME ARON

DALLAS (AP) - Take the
best fighter going and put him
in the fanciest new stadium.
There's no telling what kind
of bout it will produce. But
having Manny Pacquiao as
the headliner for the first fight
at the $1.2 billion Cowboys
Stadium sure offers the kind
of mystique promoters love.
"I have never had an
experience where the venue
has played such a paramount
role in the promotion," said
Bob Arum, who is putting on
the fight along with Dallas
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones.
"It's helped us sell the tickets,
helped us get the publicity.
Whatever works."
About 41,000 tickets have
been sold for the bout
between Pacquiao and Joshua
Clottey on Saturday night. A
sellout would be around
45,000 - which isn't even half
the capacity of this facility,
the home of the NFL's Dallas
Cowboys.
The ring will be on the
star logo at the 50-yard line.
The world's largest high-definition television screen will
loom above, giving people in
the worst seats a close-up
look at every bead of sweat
and drip of blood.
"This is going to be big
time," Jones said Tuesday
during a conference call with
reporters. "I'm going to overdeliver what it means to
(fans) to be involved in this
stadium. That does enhance
the competition, help the
sport. You're not going to
need any incentive to get
these fighters to compete."
Having already hosted the
NBA All-Star game, and the
Super Bowl, Jones wants the
Cowboys Stadium to be a
prime destination for boxing,

too.
That's why it was so
important for him to get
Pacquiao for the debut.
"You don't want to deal
with anything but the top,"
Jones said. "This says everything
to
have
Manny
Pacquiao and this competition. It says everything I
want."
Kelly Pavlik, Miguel
Cotto and Julio Cesar Chavez
Jr. are among the boxers
Arum is bringing in for a
ringside view. He expects
them to go away eager to
become the next headliners
here.
Jones, meanwhile, hopes
to pack the high-dollar seats
with his running buddies - all
sorts of current and former
Cowboys greats, including
former coach Jimmy Johnson.
"It's no accident there are
going to be many football
players here," Jones said.
"There is a crossover of
interest. That really excites
me. I'm not trying to be presumptuous but we all know
how popular the NFL is right
now. That raises all boats.
That's a big thing to me."
If Cowboys Stadium can
land two or three big fights
per year, as Jones hopes, that
would put him in competition
with Las Vegas.
But Jones again invoked
the "rising tide" notion,
believing that the popularity
of fights at his building will
generate "more interest and
more visibility for fighting."
Arum agrees. "I love Las
Vegas, I live in Las Vegas," he
said. "But the tickets are
limited by the size of the
arena and they generally go to
the
high-rolling
casino
customers. Here, the sales
pitch is about the public. You
cannot be a major sport if all
your big events are in one city
where people have to come
from all over to attend the
event. The Super Bowl
wouldn't be as big, in my
opinion, if it had to be held in
the same city every year."
As for planning the next
fight here, stay tuned. "We
want to get this one over
first," Arum said. "Once we
get this one over ... we'll sit
down and plot the future."

Chiefs Sign
Free Agent RB
Thomas Jones
K A N S A S C I T Y, M O
(AP) The Kansas City Chiefs
have signed free agent
running back Thomas Jones,
who led the New York Jets to
the AFC championship game
last season and was the
NFL's third-leading rusher.
The Chiefs announced
the deal Tuesday but
declined to disclose the
terms.
Jones had career highs of
1,402 yards and 14 touchdowns last season. He was a
2008 Pro Bowl selection

with 1,312 yards and 13
touchdowns.
The 31-year-old is
expected to supplement
third-year running back
Jamaal Charles, who was
Kansas City's MVP last
season with 1,120 rushing
yards and seven touchdowns.
Jones was drafted
seventh overall in 2000 by
the Arizona Cardinals. He
was traded to Tampa Bay in
2003, went to Chicago in
2004 as a free agent, and was
traded to the Jets in 2007.
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TOPS Suggests Spring Activities
For Healthier Living

Nearly A Half Million
Floridians Have Been Helped
By The Partnership For
Prescription Assistance

MILWAUKEE, WI – It’s
been a long and stormy winter and
snow has found its way to almost
all of the 50 states. But, finally,
spring is on its way. Daylight lasts
longer, temperatures are getting
warmer, and there’s more energy
in the air. The start of a new season
is a great time to renew weightloss and fitness resolutions. TOPS
Club, Inc. (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly), the nonprofit weightloss support organization, shares
the following tips for springing
into a healthier, active, better-foryou lifestyle.
Sp r ingtim e chore s a nd
activities are great ways to burn
calories and jumpstart activity.
Housework, especially if done to
fast music, gets the body moving
and the home ship-shape, too.
Undertake an old-fashioned
spring cleaning from top to
bottom, and do it with intensity.
Stretch high and bend low, extend
your arms, and move as much and
as fast as possible. Wash the
windows, scour the grout, clean
the oven, declutter the closets,
sweep out the garage, and more.
You’ll not only feel a sense of
accomplishment, but you’ll have
burned some calories, stretched
and toned muscles, as well as
brightened up your indoor environment.

From the inside, move
outside. Springtime is a great time
to get fit through a walking
program. Even gym regulars find
that engaging in a walk through
the neighborhood or park in fresh
air is invigorating. For those who
have been sedentary, start slow
and walk only as far as it feels
comfortable. Build up walking
time gradually. Don’t forget to
warm up before and cool down
after to reduce stress on muscles.
Wear walking shoes and dress in
loose-fitting , co m fo rt ab l e
clothing, appropriate for the
weather. When walking after dark,
wear bright colors or use reflective tape for motorists to see.
As winter winds down, plan
for a home-grown vegetable
garden. Order seed catalogs and
visit the local garden center to get
inspired. Nothing tastes as good,
or is better for you, as when it is
fresh from the garden. Large
parcels of land aren’t needed.
Utilize small containers to grow
almost any vegetable or herb on a
balcony or patio. Even a windowsill can accommodate a
vegetable that is frequently
harvested, such as herbs and
lettuce, and tomatoes can be
grown from the bottom of a
hanging planter. If natural sunlight
is at a minimum, use grow lights,

available from a garden center,
which also is a great place to get
advice on starting a garden.
If flowers are your thing, plan
out new beds or recultivate old
ones. You’ll be getting exercise
and enhancing the aesthetics of
your yard at the same time.
Here are common springtime
activities and the amount of
calories each burns if done for 30
minutes:
- Watering lawn or garden –
63 calories
- Fertilizing yard – 104
calories
- Mopping – 146 calories
- Scrubbing floors – 159
calories
- Sweeping – 167 calories
- Weeding – 167 calories
- Planting seedlings – 188
calories
- Trimming shrubs by hand –
188 calories
- Laying sod – 209 calories
- Cleaning gutters – 209
calories
- Painting – 209 calories
- Mowing lawn (walk behind
power mower) – 230 calories
- Gardening – 134 calories
Getting a fresh start with these
springtime activities, coupled
with a healthy eating plan, is a
positive way to move weight-loss
goals forward in 2010.

HUD Steps Up Enforcement Of
Job Creation Requirements

WA S H I N G TO N , D . C . More than 3,100 state and local
government
agencies
have
responded to the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban
Development’s campaign to
expand hiring and contracting
opportunities for low-income
persons. As a result of the effort,
three out of four HUD-funded
state and local agencies submitted
required annual reports, the
largest response since HUD made
Section 3 reporting mandatory.
“HUD’s mission is to invest
in people as well as buildings,”
said John Trasviña, HUD’s
Assistant Secretary for Fair
Housing and Equal Opportunity.
In O ctober 20 09, HUD
contacted more than 3,500
agencies to remind them of their
legal obligations to report their
hiring and contracting efforts.
Under Section 3 of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of
1968, state and local governments
that receive HUD funding are

required to report how they use
the funding to hire low- and very
low-income individuals and
public housi n g res i d en t s .
Agencies are also, “to the greatest
extent feasible,” required to
contract with companies that hire
the residents.
Requiring recipients of HUD
funding to report is the initial step
in an aggressive two-year Section
3 Implementation Plan to increase
hiring and training opportunities.
Assisting local and state agencies
with implementing and reporting
on their Section 3 activities also
includes holding them accountable when they fail to do so. For
example, under a Voluntary
Compliance Agreement (VCA)
the city of St. Paul, MN, reached
with HUD, the city will direct $1
million to build the capacity of
low-income individuals and businesses to participate in housing
construction projects over the next
four years.
HUD will continue to work

with labor, business, vocational,
educational, and community
organizations to help workers
become trained and eligible for
job opportunities. In 2008, HUD
funding generated more than
17,000 new employment and
training opportunities for Section
3 residents and facilitated the
award of more than $340 million
in HUD-funded construction
contracts to Section 3 businesses.
The funding also enabled about
3,600 Section 3 businesses to
receive contracts to complete
work on HUD-funded projects.
In addition, HUD’s Office
of Fair Housing and Equal
Opportunity has conducted
trainings for thousands of HUD
recipients, responded to hundreds
of requests from state and local
governments for technical assist an ce, an d p u b l i s h ed n ew
guidance materials on its Web site.
For additional information
about HUD’s Section3 program,
go to: www.hud.gov/section3.

Mother Of 5 Goes Back To
School With UNCF

BY ERIN STOCK
THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS

Andrea Lewis, sits next to
Jasamine Jones as they take notes
in a writing class at Miles College
on Wednesday. Lewis, 33, has five
children at home and attends
college full-time. Her education is
funded by the United Negro
College Fund. (The Birmingham
News/ Michelle Williams)
About four years ago, Andrea
Lewis — a married mother of five
— enrolled as a college freshman.
Her decision to return to school
and become a high school science
teacher was hard. Money stood in
the way. So did life as a mother
and a wife. But she thought about
her children.
“I felt like it would be hard to
push my kids to go to college if I
never went,” the East Lake
resident said. “A lot of times they

don’t do what you say. They do
what they see.”
Now, at 33, the first-generation college student is two months
from finishing at Miles College
and several m o n t h s fro m
beginning a master’s program in
education. She will graduate in
May without hefty student loans
to repay, thanks to the United
Negro College Fund.
The national organization’s
local office will hold its signature
fundraiser Saturday to help other
students like Lewis go to college.
The group aims to raise $300,000
at the dinner and ball at the
Sheraton Hotel.
The money will go to support
hundreds of Alabama students
who attend historically black
colleges and u n i v ers i t i es .
Nationwide, the group supported
about 60,000 students with $195
million in grants and scholarships

in 2009. The Birmingham News
has contributed to scholarships
through UNCF.
“They make going to school a
whole lot easier,” Lewis said of
UNCF. “Prayerfully, when I
graduate in May, if there’s
anything left (to pay) it’ll be a very
minimal amount.”
Walvid King, an area development director for the organization, said bad economic times
have caused parents to lose their
jobs and states to lose their college
tuition plans, spoiling the educational dreams of some young
people. “The dollars are more
important now than ever before,”
he said.
Lewis, a natural mentor and a
science lover, said her hope is to
encourage youths to identify their
passion in school, before they give
up on their education.

WASHINGTON, D.C - At
a time when millions of
patients are uninsured and
having difficulty obtaining the
medicines they need to fight
debilitating chronic diseases,
America’s pharmaceutical
research and biotechnology
companies are stepping up
their efforts to help patients all
over the country through the
Partnership for Prescription
Assistance (PPA).
The PPA, so far, has helped
more than six million
Americans, including more
than 470,000 Floridians, find
assistance programs that might
be able to help them, Billy
Tauzin, president and CEO of
the Pharmaceutical Research
and Manufacturers of America
(PhRMA), said today.
“Patients in need are able
to turn to the PPA, a single
point of access to more than
475
programs,
including
nearly 200 sponsored by our
biopharmaceutical
companies,” Tauzin added.
“These are programs that
provide free or nearly free
medicines to uninsured
patients and those who are
struggling financially The PPA
is an easy system to use and it
generally requires only 15
minutes before patients find
out if they may qualify for
help.”
They can call a toll-free
number 1-888-477-2669 or
visit www.pparx.org. Operators
who speak about 150
languages work with patients
who call the telephone number.
Tauzin noted that the assistance programs covered by the

PPA offer more than 2,500
brand-name and generic
medicines for free or nearly
free and more than 40 of the
programs focus on the medication and health care needs of
c h i l d r e n . T h e P PA a l s o
provides information on nearly
10,000 free health care clinics
around the country and has
connected hundreds of
thousands of patients with
clinics or local health care
providers.
“To help spread the word
about these programs, the PPA
works closely with such
partners as the National Urban
League, United Way, American
Cancer Society, American
Academy of Family
Physicians, and Easter Seals,”
Tauzin said.
He stressed the availability
of the PPA in a state where
heart disease and stroke are
reported to be the cause of
almost one out of every three
deaths and cancer is another
leading cause of death and disability. Nearly 30 percent of
Florida’s adults had high blood
pressure in 2007 and more than
35 percent had high blood cholesterol. Nearly one out of ten
that year reported having
diabetes.
Meanwhile, more than one
out of five Florida residents, in
2007, lacked health care
coverage, making clear the
importance of patient assistance programs.
Tauzin said consistent
access to prescription
medicines is vitally important
because pharmaceutical treatments, in combination with

good diet and exercise, often
help to prevent and better
manage chronic medical conditions. “For example, when
patients take medications to
control blood pressure and
cholesterol, they often avoid
full-blown disease and
expensive and debilitating hospitalizations and surgeries,” he
noted.
Ta u z i n e m p h a s i z e d
America’s pharmaceutical
research and biotechnology
companies not only lead the
world in developing new treatments and provide access to
them through the PPA, they
also have become actively
involved in educational efforts
to prevent and better manage
disease.
A strong supporter of the
national Partnership to Fight
Chronic Disease, PhRMA and
its members have issued a
comprehensive platform that
calls for obesity reduction
through a major national
pu b l i c h e a l t h c a m p a i g n ;
promotion of healthy lifestyles
through employee-sponsored
wellness programs; and
improved care coordination
and disease management for
c h r o n i c d i s e a s e s u ff e r e r s
through a new public/private
health commission.
PhRMA’s comprehensive
“P l a t f o r m f o r a H e a l t h y
America” also calls for
improving the health of
minority patients by eliminating health care disparities
through disease prevention initiatives aimed at populations
that suffer disproportionately
from chronic diseases.

Mayors Visit Tallahassee
To Tell State Government
To ‘Stop Passing The Buck’

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Mayors from across Florida
visited the Florida Capitol
today to speak with senators
and representatives about city
issues and to share their new
initiative to protect local
property
taxpayers
from
backdoor Tallahassee taxes by
telling legislators to “Stop
Passing the Buck” to local
cities when it comes to paying
for state programs, and diminishing citizens’ rights to local
self government.
“Stop
The
Mayors’
Passing the Buck” initiative
will establish a new rubric for
evaluating the impact of state
legislation by asking five basic
questions:
• Does the bill pass the
cost of a state responsibility to
local taxpayers?
• Does the bill limit local
communities’ ability to govern
themselves?
• Does the bill create new
mandates that cost local
taxpayers money?
• Does the bill respect the
basic tenets of “home rule?”
• Is the negative impact of
the bill especially onerous to
local taxpayers?
By subjecting bills that are
passed to these questions, the
Florida League of Mayors will

give each bill a “pass the
buck” score judging how bad
bills
are
for
property
taxpayers. The scoring system
is as follows:
• 1 or 2 points indicates a
bad bill that undermines home
rule and passes a burden to
local taxpayers
• 3 or 4 points indicates a
very bad bill that harms
taxpayers, hurts local services,
and infringes on local citizens’
right to self-government.
• 5 points indicates a very
dangerous bill that is sweeping
in scope, forces millions of
dollars in tax increases for
local taxpayers, and represents
a dangerous and unjust seizure
of local freedom by the state.
“For
Florida
state
lawmakers, the choice is clear:
Do they say, ‘the buck stops
here,’ or do they ‘pass the
buck?’” said Donald Slesnick,
Mayor of Coral Gables and
President of the Florida
League of Mayors. “The idea
is simple, it’s clear and it is
important for the citizens of
this state to know that local tax
dollars are spent locally, rather
than for state government
programs.”
Over the years, lawmakers
in Tallahassee have passed
hundreds of rules, require-

ments, and rigid regulations
dictating how local tax dollars
must be spent; steadily
chipping away at principles of
smaller
government
and
citizens’ rights to local selfdetermination. Runaway state
interference in local affairs, as
well as unfunded mandates on
issues ranging from pensions
to public works, ties the hands
of Florida cities and violates
the key principle of home rule;
that local cities should be free
to govern themselves. Now,
even as the tough economy
has forced cities to make steep
cuts for local services, infrastructure and public safety, it
is critical to ensure that legislators do not again “pass the
buck” for new state programs
that will force local service
cuts and tax increases.
“This state interference
forces
local
property
taxpayers to pay the cost of
projects decided by politicians
in Tallahassee – not by city
councils who are accountable
to their neighbors,” Slesnick
said. “This disrupts the fundamental democratic relationship between the citizens and
the leaders they elect to
protect their community and
quality of life.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ
(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Living Word Church
International

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays, located in Scout Hall)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience
Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages)
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr., M. Div. Shepherd
and Senior Servant

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD HERE
Call 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Thursday Nights: 9:15PM - 9:30PM (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00AM - 10:00AM (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15AM; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30PM ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30PM; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15PM

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
LENT: Each Sunday of the
Lenten season brings us closer to the
celebration of Jesus’ victory over the
grave. Each Sunday of Lent should
foreshadow Easter Sunday, the day
we proclaim “Hosanna” in worship of
our Risen Savior. As each Sunday
leads us to the joys of the Easter

worship experience that is to come,
our lectionary passage from Psalm 32
foreshadows the coming of a Messiah,
the One to whom the Lord “imputes
no iniquity, and in whose spirit there
is no deceit” (v. 2). This day we
rejoice that the words of the Psalms
direct us to the words of the Gospel
and the good news of Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s

anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m. Please
visit our website at www.fmbcthes h i p . o r g / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net. Phone: 727906-8300.

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

Annual Family and Friends Day.
Theme:“ Yet in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him that
love us.” Romans 8:37
You are cordially invited to worship
with the Mount Pilgrim Missionary

Baptist Church Family in celebration of
our annual “Family and Friends Day”
Sunday March 21st, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 11:00 a.m. Morning
Worship. Mt. Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church, 4000 5th Ave S., St.

Petersburg.
Dinner is served after the 11:00
a.m. Worship Service. Photo opportunities to capture this memorable occasion
provided by Photos by KC.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Mt. Zion Progressive and AIDS
Services Association of Pinellas
County (ASAP) collaborates to
present a public discussion on
HIV/AIDS - How Did We Get Here,
What Can We Do? 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 17th. There will be
two sessions held simultaneously:
Adults (ages 16+) in our main
sanctuary; Youth (ages 15 and under)

in our adjacent Youth Chapel, 921
20th Street South. This presentation is
open to the public and no reservations
are required.
“12 Stupid Things That Can Mess
Up Your Recovery,” is the topic of discussion at our next C.A.R.E. Ministry
meeting. Meetings are held each
Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the C.A.R.E
building located at 1906 9th Avenue
South. Meetings are always open to
the public. FMI: Contact Rev. Keith
or Jewel Murphy at 727-687-8505 or

727-894-2595.
Are You Ready to Get Fit in 2010?
The public is welcome to come out for
a great workout that combines line
dancing, strength training and more!
These fitness sessions are every
Saturday, 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. in our 3rd
floor gym.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, 955 20th St. S., Phone
727-894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
REVIVAL! REVIVAL! REVIVAL!
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church Announces Its 2010 Spring
Revival, “Looking Up In 2010”.
Sunday, March 14th, at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, March 15th and Tuesday,
March 16th at 7:00 p.m. Featuring the
dynamic ministry of Pastor Kevin L.
Adams, Sr., from Chattanooga, TN.
Pastor Kevin L. Adams, Sr., is
God’s visionary for Olivet Baptist
Church, located in Chattanooga,

Tennessee. Serving as pastor since
1989, his dynamic anointing and
preaching has impacted the city.
Pastor Adams has achieved
countless honors throughout his
ministry. He is the founder of KLA
M in is trie s , an d ha s s e rve d on
numerous boards in the scenic city
o f Chattanooga, Tennessee. In 2004,
Pastor Adams wrote and published his
first book, titled “Defining Moments,”
which was forwarded by Bishop
Eddie L. Long of Atlanta, Georgia.
He is currently writing his second

book. Pastor Adams has appeared on
several television programs such as
TBN and the Word Network.
Many are blessed through the
innumerable teachings of Pastor
Adams, and generations are changed
because of his passion for preaching
the gospel. Through his ministry,
people are now discovering their
purpose, and walking in Kingdom
Authority
For further information, call 727896-5228.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark, extends
to the community at large, its wishes that
there would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and healing
for a world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Also at St. Mark …

Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at 6:00
p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting

is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION
GRADUATION: Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m.
for High school Students: Senior
Focus for all High School Seniors
(FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance with
college applications, essays, and
financial aid/scholarships.

Stewart-Isom Memorial CME Church

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Every Thursday thru Thursday,
A pr i l 1, at 7: 30 p.m . “Road t o
Resurrection” Worship Experience.
Join us as Pastor Lue leads us into a
greater understanding and appreciation

of the seven last words of Christ as we
prepare to be RESURRECTED in
Him! Every Thursday Evening at 7:30
p.m.
Sunday, March 14th, at 4 p.m. –
Afternoon Worship and Fellowship at

“The Ship”, Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church.
Friday, March 19th - Sunday,
March 21st. Florida Region Spring
Convocation, hosted by Stewart-Isom
Memorial CME Church. Join us!

Traveler’s Rest Missionary Baptist Church

Please Plan to Attend The Annual
Finer Womanhood Program Of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Gamma

Zeta Chapter at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday,
March 28, 2010.
Traveler’s Rest Missionary Baptist

Church is located at 2183 – 22nd Ave.
S., St. Petersburg.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CHURCH EVENT IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
Call 727-896-2922
and get a quote today!
Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
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